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This paper is titled "Effect of Pronunciation Instructions on Student Speaking Skills". 
The aim is to know clearly the effect on students' pronunciation in English speaking 
skills. The research design that will be used is qualitative and data collection in case 
studies, using several types of data collection namely questionnaires and interviews. 
As a participant, the authors prepared 6 students as participants to participate in the 
study. These are English students from the Indonesian Institute of Education (IPI). 
Then the authors observe the effect on English speaking skills and what difficulties 
students have when learning pronunciation. The factors that cause the teaching of 
pronunciation are not student skills, namely the lack of practice instructed by the 
teacher. And the lack of students understanding books recommended by teachers to 
better understand the instructions given. 
 




Pronunciation is the act of the way in which language or words are spoken in communication. 
Hornby (1995) explains that “Pronunciation is the way in which a language is spoken, the way in 
which a word is pronounced or the way a person speaks the words of language”. Clear 
pronunciation is very important in oral communication, so that the native speakers and listeners 
are comfortable when they get involved in communication. “It involves not only the spoken and 
native speakers’ words but also body language, personal mannerisms, and style anything that adds 
meaning to massage” by (Hybel, 2001). Pronunciation is very important for people when speaking 
English well. According to Harmer (2001) “He emphasizes that if intelligibility is the goal, then it 
suggests that some pronunciation features to emphasize segmental and suprasegmental are more 
important”.  
Nowdays, the fact in the classroom, students need teacher to be better in their life, 
especially in the learning process in pronunciation instructions on speaking skill. “In teaching 
speaking skill the teachers are expected to be able to promote students' speaking skill by employing 
several types of techniques such as discussion, speeches, role plays, conversation, oral dialogues 
that are recorded audio and other accuracy” (Lazarton in Celce-Murcia, 2001). It means not only 
memorizing words and knows their meanings when learning English, but also pronunciations the 
word in speaking must be clearer and be corrected.  
According to Kenworthy (1987) there are two types, vowels and consonant. Vowels and consonant 
perform different functions in the syllable. Each syllable has a vowel at it Centre (salt, tab-, etc.) 
and the consonant surround the vowel, preceding it and cutting it. Various aspect of pronunciation” 
(p.9 – 11). He also stated (2009) that aspect of pronunciation include weak form, word stress, main 
stress, intonation, word linking, word combination, sound insertion, and sound deletion.  
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Speaking is the skill that the students will be judged upon most in real-life situations. 
According to Clark (1997:233) “speaking is fundamentally an instrument act”. It is an important 
part of everyday interaction and most often the first impression of a person is based on his/her 
ability to speak fluently and comprehensively. Many language researchers have their own 
definition about speaking. Hornby (1995) states that “Speaking is about something to talk or say 
something about something; to mention something, to have conversation with somebody, to 
address somebody in words, to say something or express oneself in a particular language”. 
Moreover, Burns & Joyce cited in Shiamaa Abd EL Fattah Torky (2006) assert that “Speaking is 
defined as an interactive process of constructing meaning that involves producing, receiving and 
processing information”. Speaking is also a productive skill, therefore the use of speech to express 
meaning to others the speaker must speak using intonation and emphasizing words correctly, in 
order to be able to accept the meaning conveyed to the listener. 
Speaking is an activity to express opinions, feelings or share knowledge about social 
interactions. To speak well, correctly, and fluently, you need more practice. Celce and Murcia 
(2001) argues that for most people the ability to speak a language is synonymous with knowing 
that language since speech is the most basic means of human communication. Speaking skills are 
very important and also very multifunctional for everyone to build and maintain social relations. 
There are several types of speaking functions, namely speaking as interactions, speaking as 
performance and speaking as transactions. Just as we communicate and interact daily with others, 
it is interactive communicative which is done spontaneously but has meaning by two or more 
people. In addition, Baker and Westrup (2003) assert that a student who can speak English well 
may have greater chance for further education, of finding employment and gaining promotion. In 
addition, speaking English will also help students to get the latest information from all fields such 
as: in politics, economics, social, entertainment, education and so on in this world that uses English 
as an international or global language. 
Speaking is an interactive activity using language carried out by the speaker by combining 
codes and messages. Speaking is one way to communicate ideas and thoughts messages orally. 
According to Bailey (2005:2) “speaking in a foreign language itself is more difficult than speaking 
in a native language”. Many people assume that speaking is the hard skill among listening, writing, 
and reading skill. This is because speaking is an interactive activity between two or more people 
and usually the person you are talking to is waiting for you to speak right away to them. If someone 
knows speaking skills, that does not mean he is a good speaker, lecturer, or negotiator. If someone 
has good skills to speak, he has an excellent background to be an outstanding lecturer, negotiator 
or teacher.  
METHODOLOGY 
The general principle of this study was qualitative method. It was best suited to address the 
phenomenon of the study, and the researcher needed to learn more from participants through 
exploration (Creswell, 2012). Qualitative method was intended to explore important social 
phenomena by immersing social phenomena by the investigator in the situation for the extended 
periods. In this sense, this principle was chosen for this study because it focuses on the natural 
settings and experiences of participants, because this can help researchers find the subjectivity and 
essence of experience. 
“Research design is plans and the procedure for research that span the decisions from broad 
assumptions to detailed method of data collection and analysis” (Creswell, 2009, p.3). This study 
employed a case study research design. The reason of choosing this research design was caused 
by the collection data that was compiled the criterion of a qualitative case study design. This 
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research considers a rich vivid description, provides a chronological narrative, blends a 
description, focuses on individual actors or groups, highlights specific events have integrally 
involved in the case, has an attempt to portray the richness of the case in writing to the report. It 
was appropriate with this study to describe and provide information of 'influence pronunciation in 
speaking skill on college students'. The design consists of two stages to gain the data, the first is 
used questionnaire and the second stage is doing the interview. Between variables and look for 
and sometimes explain the causes of such relationships." 
In finding out objective data, it is needed to collect the data. The researcher used two ways 
to collect data, those are: questionnaire and interview.  
The result of questionnaire was calculated in percentage below from the likert’s 
Questionnaire. The opinion “Iya was counted 4, Sering was counted 3, Kadang-kadang was 
counted 2, and the opinion Tidak Pernah was counted 1”.  
The formula of Likert’s Questionnaire as in Sundayana 2009:7 as follows: 
a. Maximal Score = (total of questionnaire x total of respondents) - (total of blank questionnaire 
x 5) 
b. Minimum Score = (total of questionnaire x total respondents) – (total of blank questionnaire 
x 1) 
c. Distance Score = max score – min score  
d. Long class (p) Score = distance – total of category  
After that, the results of the computation were interpreted to the table below: 
Interpretation of Score Questionnaire 
Score Interpretation 
10 – 30 Bad 
31 – 61 Enough 
62 – 92 Good 
93 – 123 Very good 
Besides collecting data through questionnaire, the researcher used interview to support both. This 
interview was used to obtain information and understanding of issues relevant to the general aims 
and specific questions of research project (Gilham, 2000). By interviewing the respondent, a 
researcher can get in depth information became of the following reason: 
1. The researcher can be explain and paraphrase the questions which cannot be understood by 
respondent. 
2. The researcher can give follow-up of questions. 
3. Respondents tend to answer the questions when they are asked. 
4. Respondents can tell something in the past and the future. 
 
FINDINGS 
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This session presents the result of the research conducted in a private Institut Pendidikan Indonesia 
(IPI) Garut. It describes and discusses the data collection the research. The researcher used two 
main instruments that are questionnaire and interview. The first step in the questionnaire was ten 
questions. And the second step is conducting interviews with 5 questions 
 
DISCUSSION 
Based on the table above, it showed 83.33% yes and 16.67 sometimes in this statement. The 
researcher concluded that, many ways and references to practice pronunciation in addition to 
material from lecturers in the classroom.  
This is the counting of Questionnaire:  
a. Maximal Score = (total questionnaire x total of respondents x 4) – (total of blank questionnaire 
x 4) 
= (10 x 6 x 4) – (0 x 4) 
= 240 – 0  
= 240 
b. Minimum Score = (total questionnaire x total respondents x 1) – (total of blank questionnaire 
x 1) 
= (10 x 6 x 1) – (0 x 1) 
= 60 – 0 
= 60  
c. Distance Score = max score – min score 
 = 240 – 60 
 = 180 
d. L class (p) score = distance : total of category  
    = 180 : 4 
      = 45 
The interview is the last step taken to collect data. Researcher used interviews as instruments to 
analyze whether there was an increase in pronunciation in speaking English. Researchers 
interviewed 6 students as participants, and conducted interviews with participants in July 2019. 
Participants were interviewed in English to get more information and participants answered 
questions according to their experiences, answers from participants were recorded before being 
analyzed by researchers. Analysis of the findings is interpreted and discussed in this chapter. 
First Question: 
R: Do you learn English pronunciation in 2 semesters, there is an increase in your fluency in 
speaking? 
S1: Yes, I feel my English pronunciation is better and can speak more fluent. 
S2: Yes, I’m learning English pronunciation in 2 semesters there is an increase in my speaking. 
S3: Yes, I can be better in Spoken English. 
S4: Yes, yes since learning pronunciation in two semesters but euu not so not euu but just little 
increase in my fluency in speaking. 
S5: Yes I feel the good I feel I can speak better in English and I feel the increase of English speaking. 
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S6: Yes increase but a little. 
This questions were given to the same six questions and answers were also expressed by 1,2,3,4,5, 
and 6. Therefore, they stated that there was an increase in pronunciation in English speaking skills.  
Second Question: 
R: When the lecturer corrects an error, do you understand the intentions conveyed by your 
lecturer? If you don't understand then what do you do? 
S1: Yes, I can understand the point. So, I can develop in by myself. 
S2: Sometimes I understand it, and if I don’t understand I ask the lecturer to repeat again.  
S3: Sometimes, I will always to ask. 
S4: Euu, I euu sometimes I didn’t understand what he say, what teach to us, but euu try to ask him 
and he answer question. 
S5: Euu, sometimes euuu I understand what he say, sometimes euu he answer my question but 
answer out of contexts. Euu for example, I ask A but he answer the B. 
S6: Sometimes understand but sometimes not, if I don’t understand I ask. 
This question most students sometimes do not understand when learning pronunciation takes place. 
Because learning pronunciation requires concentration so that what is conveyed by the lecturer can 
be well understood by students. Since if the pronunciation is unclear it can affect the meaning 
conveyed. However, if students find it difficult to understand what the lecturer has to say when 
studying, students have a strong willingness to ask questions and to repeat the discussion that is 
not understood. 
Third Question: 
R: Do you think that the pronunciation correction given by the lecturer helps you to speak English 
better? 
S1: Sure, I will never do the same things by that. 
S2: Yes I think that the pronunciation corrections make me to speak English better that before.  
S3: Yes, I think this is helping me to speaking English. 
S4: Not really, because he answer us euu not with an example just euu definition. 
S5: Emmm, I think yes, because I always wrong in pronunciation and if he correct me it will me 
better. 
S6: Of course, my ability to speak English is better.  
Most of the students answered that the correction of the pronunciation given by the lecturer really 
helped the students' English pronunciation to be better in the future. Because if it's not corrected 
there will be a misunderstanding while talking. That means the correction of lecturers is very 
meaningful for student learning.  
Fourth Question: 
R: After getting the pronunciation correction from the lecturer, is there any additional motivation 
to speak in English better? Why? 
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S1: Yes, it feels like I should be better. 
S2: Yes, because with the pronunciation correction make me better to speak. 
S3: Yes, because after getting motivation we can better in English and we need that correction. 
S4: Yes, because by euu speaking we can be more confident in front euu in front of audience in 
public 
S5: Emmm yes, because I think more practice and more error in more correction make me better 
in speak English in pronunciation. 
S6: Yes, because English is cool. 
All answers to these questions, it is very clear that with the correction can affect student motivation 
to learn pronunciation in speaking English. With a correction does not mean that our pronunciation 
is bad, but it is as a medium for our learning to be even better in the future. 
Fifth Question 
R: Does the lecturer assign or order learning through video or audio in English? If yes, the lecturer 
teaches British or USA? 
S1: Yes British accents 
S2: Yes, the lecturers teach in British. 
S3: Euu yes British.  
R: Euu learning by video or audio? 
S3: Video 
S4: Yes, I think in this British accent 
S5: Yes, I think use British English, but sometimes he teaches USA. 
S6: Teaches about because we have to be able to speak.  
R: Euu British or USA? 
S6: British and USA. 
In that question, it is clear that learning to recite must have many references both from books, 
videos and audio. Because pronunciation must be a lot of practice outside of class hours and also 
takes a lot of time to launch the pronunciation in English speaking skills. 
Based on the data above, the researcher elaborates some brief and clear explanations 
concerning the research data which had been obtained through the questionnaires and interview.  
The first discussion about the questionnaire with the overall interpretation result is 45. 
From the data interpretation result are interpreted in table 3.4 that the interpretation shows 
‘Enough’. Most students respond less understanding of pronunciation when in classroom. As in 
the above interpretation students lack understand the pronunciation delivered by the lecturer when 
learning pronunciation in the classroom. 
It can be concluded that, learning to recite requires quite a lot of time and further deepens 
the practice outside of class hours, such as at home with the help of videos, audio, or book sources 
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based on English pronunciation. Thus our tongue and lips are more accustomed to speak English 
with good pronunciation, so what we talk about is easily understood. 
Through interviews it is very clear that by learning pronunciation is very mediating in 
speaking our English, because if we speak English that is less clear will affect the meaning 
conveyed. Likewise with the correction that lecturers provide can be a lesson for students. 
So the conclusion, as in previous studies that learning pronunciation requires a lot of time is not 
enough to learn in class and requires a long time to launch the ability to speak English, because 
pronunciation must often be trained more actively. 
CONCLUSION 
Based on all data about the influence of pronunciation instruction on speaking skill of college 
students, the researcher comes to conclusion: 
1. The problem of college students in speaking is pronunciation, and therefore it is preferred 
training to improve English speaking skills. Increasing speaking comprehension through 
extensive practice will help students make speaking easy to understand. 
2. Learning pronunciation requires more time. More practice of speaking English with good 
pronunciation will have an effect well on English speaking skills. 
3. The use of video or audio methods really helps students to keep practicing so that the 
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